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East  Wilts  United  Districts  (K.O.H.)  Office, 

1  ,  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 
Telephone  2487/21 18 


To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District: 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1967,  which  is 
compiled  on  similar  lines  to  last  year  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  Harding,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  report  which  is  included,  I  am  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Lycett, 

The  County  Medical  Officer,  for  supplying  details  of  immunisation  procedures 
carried  out . 

The  Rural  District  with  the  parish  of  Pewsey  situated  close  to  its  centre,  at 
a  distance  of  seven  miles  south  of  Marlborough,  is  very  largely  concerned  with 
agriculture  and  agricultural  pursuits .  However,  it  also  contains  large  Ministry 
of  Defence  establishments,  wherein  a  considerable  number  of  civilian  residents  find 
their  employment.  The  district  is  traversed  for  a  great  deal  cf  its  extent  by  the 
river  Avon,  and  its  twin  sources,  together  with  its  tributary  the  river  Bourne. 

The  countryside  is  extremely  attractive,  many  of  its  parishes  present  a  very  old 
world  character,  and  has  a  considerable  attraction  for  visitors. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  district  has  remained  extremely  good- 
There  has  again  been  an  estimated  increase  in  the  mid-year  population,  this  time 
over  a  thousand,  largely  due  to  the  new  development  taking  place  in  Worth  T id worth. 
There  has  been  a  marginal  increase  in  the  birth  rate  which  is  still  well  above  the 
national  average.  The  numbers  of  illegitimate  births  are  again  up,  and  now  account 
for  5*8  per  cent  of  all  births.  This  is  'believed  to  be  the  highest  figure  recorded 
in  the  district,  but  is  still  only  about  two  thirds  that  of  the  current  national 
rate . 


The  number  of  deaths  has  fallen  by  sixteen,  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  is 
almost  two  per  thousand  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Infant  mortality  based 
on  ten  infant  deaths,  is  unfortunately  two  more  than  last  year,  and  slightly  higher 
than  the  national  average  for  the  first  time  in  the  past  six  years.  On  examining 
the  causes  of  death,  the  decrease  in  those  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
more  than  accounts  for  the  sixteen  fewer  deaths  from  all  causes  which  have  occurred. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  malignant  disease  is  almost  unchanged.  There  has  been 
however,  a  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  females  from  last  years 
freak  figure  of  seven,  down  to  one.  Unfortunately  there  has  been  no  such  trend 
in  male  deaths,  which  are  up  by  one,  and  account  for  over  a  third  of  all  deaths 
from  malignant  disease  in  men.  Deaths  from  coronary  disease  are  virtually  unchanged 
as  also  are  those  for  pneumonia  and  bronchitis.  Cigarette  smoking  is  the  environ¬ 
mental  factor  under  personal  control,  which  is  for  practicable  reasons  the  major 
cause  of  lung  cancer,  and  accounts  for  at  least  eight  out  of  tan  cases.  It  is 
also  increasingly  believed,  by  those  in  the  best  position  to  judge,  a  factor  of 
great  importance  in  coronary  heart  and  respiratory  disease,  particularly  chronic 
bronchitis.  I  am  more  strongly  convinced  than  ever,  that  more  restrictions  on 
smoking  in  public  places  must  and  should  be  enforced,  where  this  is  at  all  reasonable 
While  cigarette  smoking  is  stressed  as  the  main  environmental  causative  factor  in 
lung  cancer,  it  is  now  increasingly  being  realised  that  asbestos  dust  can  be 
responsible  for  a  highly  malignant  tumour  of  the  lung  linings.  Although  the 
numbers  of  cases  from  this  cause  are  relatively  small,  and  none  have  been  implicated 
as  a  cause  of  death  in  this  district,  but  because  in  certain  instances  exposure  to 
asbestos  dust  seems  to  have  been  relatively  trivial,  I  feel  that  there  should  be 
greater  awareness,  outside  the  factory  of  this  hazard.  Those  at  risk  working  in 
the  area  are  likely  to  be  mainly  in  the  building  trade,  not  forgetting  the  r,do 
yourself  expert". 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  very  small?  with  the  exception  of 
dysentery ®  Of  the  thirty-one  cases  of  dysentery  notified?  however?  twenty-five  were 
due  to  infection  with  a  debased  strain  of  Shigella  flexner  type  6?  amongst  patients  in 
Pewsey  Hospital®  Symptoms  were  minimal?  and  the  two  outbreaks  which  occurred  responded 
rapidly  to  routine  preventive  measures?  and  were  of  significance  only,  in  that  they 
were  a  nuisance.  There  was  however?  an  incident  due  to  a  virulent  strain  of  Shigella 
flexner  type  6?  which  occurred  in  a  family  where  the  diagnosis  was  made  following 
admission  to  hospital®  Subsequent  investigations  revealed  that  two/members  of  the 
family  who  had  been  infected  had  had  significant  symptoms®  The  source  was  not  traced? 
hut  again  there  was  no  spread®  Gastroenteritis  was  quite  prevalent?  and  a  number  of 
cases  were  investigated,  where  bacterial  reports  were  negative®  Prevention  of  this 
type  of  illness  is  almost  entirely  a  matter  of  attention  to  good  habits  with  regard  to 
personal  hygiene.  One  knows  that  these  habits  are  taught  and  encouraged  in  the 
schools?  hut  so  often  one  finds  inadequate  washing  facilities  in  public  places?  and  it 
is  not  surprising  that  these  good  habits  tend  to  be  lost  early  after  leaving  school 0 
Recent  instances  of  the  causative  organisms  of  intestinal  disease  having  become  re¬ 
sistant  to  antibiotics  have  made  prevention  even  more  important.  There  ought  always 
to  he  adequate  hand  washing  facilities  in  association  with  the  toilet?  and  I  feel  that 
it  is  becoming  not  unreasonable  to  suggest  that  no  kitchen  should  be  without  a  wash- 
hand  basin  as  well  as  a  sink®  I  am  glad  that  the  Council  recognise  the  necessity 
for  the  provision  of  good  facilities?  both  in  their  own  premises  and  in  the  public 
toilets  which  they  maintain® 

Vaccination  figures  this  year?  except  for  smallpox?  in  spite  of  the  increase  in 
the  birth  rate  have  shown  a  slight?  but  unwelcome  falling  off®  I  do  hope  that  this 
is  only  a  temporary  trend?  and  that  there  will  he  an  upward  turn  next  year  again® 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  the  introduction  of  general  vaccination  against  measles  is  on 
the  way?  since  this  disease  nowadays?  although  usually  mild?  is  not  necessarily  always 
so?  is  the  cause  of  more  deaths  than  any  other  infectious  disease?  and  places  a  great 
strain  on  the  family  doctor  service  during  an  epidemic. 

Housing  conditions  are  reasonably  good.  There  is?  however?  no  reduction  in  the 
number  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation?  particularly  is  this  the  case  as  far 
as  those  classified  as  urgent?  are  concerned®  There  is  little  that  the  Council  can 
do  about  this  at  present?  since  they  consistently  build  to  their  permitted  quota® 

I  continue,  however,  to  he  impressed  by  the  care  with  which  housing  needs  are  weighed 
when  allocating  those  houses  which  become  available®  I  am  sure  that  the  Council  is 
right  in  their  emphasis  on  building  for  the  aged?  and  look  forward  to  the  opening  of 
the  first  of  the  two  Harden  schemes  with  full  community  services  now  in  the  course 
of  construction?  with  the  one  in  Ludgershall  nearing  completion® 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  to  me.,  and  I  am  glad  to  know  that 
Mr®  Harding  has  had  more  time  to  allow  his  staff  to  supervise  food  premises  in  the 
district?  as  a  result  of  the  recent  reorganisation  in  the  Public  Health  Department® 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  again  considered  fluoridation  of  watei  supplies  . 
in  the  interest  of  dental  decay?  as  a  result  of  an  attempt  by  Salisbury  City  Council 
to  obtain  unanimity  in  favour  of  this  well  proven  public  health  measure  by  all  those 
Councils  served  by  the  South  Hilts  Hater  Board?  in  the  hope  that  the  County  Council 
as  Local  Health  Authority  would  agree  to  its  inauguration  in  the  likely  event  of  this 
unanimity  being  obtained®  Those  of  us  who  talk  to  young  mothers  in  schools  and 
clinics  know  that  there  is  a  very  large  measure  of  support  amongst  young  parents  in 
the  interest  of  the  dental  health  of  their  children.  There  is  no  doubt  too?  however? 
that  considerable  benefit  to  the  teeth  would  accrue  if  only  some  way  could  be  found 
to  persuade  parents  to  restrict  the  carbohydrate  intake  of  their  children.  It  is 
particularly  important  to  restrict  sweets  etc®,  between  meals?  and  vital  that  nothing 
at  all  should  he  allowed  to  be  eaten  for  an  hour  before  bedtime® 

Mains  water  is  now  ava* table  virtually  all  over  the  district?  and  has  passed  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  South  Hilts  Hater  Board®  Alton  is  the  only  Parish  which  is 
still  on  r  private  supply?  hut  will?  I  hope?  be  supplied  by  the  Boards  water  in  the 
nnt  too  distant  future ®  I  am  sorry  that  the  Board  have  not  seen  fit  to  appoint  a 

suit ably  qualified  medical  adviser  on  a  part  time  basis,  as  a  regular  member  of  their 
sTafi'?  and  I  do  not  see  how  this  failure  to  do  so  can  be  reconciled  with  the 
suggestions  contained  in  the  recent  publication  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  art  Local 
Government  "Safeguards  to  be  adopted  in  the  Operation  and  Management  of  Water >  "® 


II® 


I  am  very  pleased  indeed  that  the  Area  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  has  been  such 
a  success,  and  I  have  appended  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  a  copy  of  the  second  Annual 
Report  on  the  activities  of  this  voluntary  Committee.  Perhaps  the  greatest  achievement 
of  the  Committee  has  been  the  development  and  maintenance  of  the  comprehensive  visiting 
service  in  the  parishes  concerned,  since  this  is  a  basic  requirement  in  assessing  the 
needs  of  the  elderly,  apart  from  its  intrinsic  value o 

Meals  on  Wheels  in  the  Pewsey  area  have  helped  immensely  in  keeping  cld  people  fit 
and  well  in  their  own  homes,  and  a  great  deal  of  credit  and  thanks  are  due  to  those 
members  of  the  W.R.V.S.  who  not  only  distribute  the  meals  in  their  own  ears,  but  do  all 
the  cooking  and  shopping  as  wello  I  do  hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to  provide  a 
service  for  the  remainder  of  the  district  at  an  early  date. 

Refuse  collection  is  a  satisfactory  service  at  weekly  intervals,  unde.*  the 
administrative  control  of  the  Public  Health  Department 0  1  fully  endorse  the  remarks 

made  by  Mre  Harding  in  his  Report  with  regard  to  disposable  sacks.  This  is  a  more 
hygenic  method  of  disposal,  is  a  great  boon  for  old  people  and  those  who  are  physically 
handicapped,  and  is  also  a  safer  and  lighter  operation  for  the  refuse  employees.  This 
question  of  the  weight  of  dustbins  is  of  some  importance  too,  as  I  have  in  the  last  ten 
years  come  across  two  instances  where  men  have  had  serious  spinal  injuries  which  were 
attributable  to  a  slip  when  carrying  a  heavy  bin0  The  disposable  sack  method  will, 
of  course,  come  into  its  own  as  soon  as  the  present  kerbside  collection  is  abandoned, 
but  this  I  fear  must  wait  for  a  more  favourable  financial  climate® 

Sewerage  has  been  very  adequately  dealt  with  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Most  of  the  difficulties  which  have  occurred  must  await  solution  until  approval  is 
given  for  main  drainage  in  those  parts  of  the  district  which  are  without  it  at  present. 

In  concluding  this  Report  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  the  very  great  deal  of  support  which  they  have  given  me 
during  the  year.  I  am  also  grateful  to  the  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help¬ 
fulness  and  consideration,  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Harding  and  his  staff  for  the  very 
hard  work  which  they  have  put  in  during  the  busy  year®  I  should  also  like  to  thank 
Dr.  Lishman  who  acts  as  my  Deputy,  for  his  ready  help  and  advice.  I  am  very  grateful 
to  Dr.  Wormald  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Odstock  for  their 
continued  co-operation,  often  at  very  short  notice.  Finally,  I  should  like  to  thank 
my  clerical  assistant  Kiss  Boswell,  not  only  for  the  conscientious  way  she  has  carried 
out  her  work  dusing  the  year,  hut  also  for  her  valued  assistance  with  this  report. 


I  am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
your  obedient  servant, 

F.D.F.  STEEDS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


AREA  OLD  PEOPLES  WELFARE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

I  very  much  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  include  a  copy  of  this  report. 


Ill 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


9  a  11^  0  C  I*  0  3 

Number  of  Parishes  . . . . . 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate  . . . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  . . . . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council  ........ 

Rateable  value  as  at  1 st  April  1 967  . . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . . . 


75,828 

25 

24,08'"' 
6 , 54 1 
1 ,439 
£620,389 
£2,470 


Vital  Statistics 

M. 

P. 

Total 

Live  Births  -  Legitimate  . . . . . . 

224 

211 

435 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . . 

13 

13 

20 

Totals 

t-  J 

1 w  1 

224 

461 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . . . 

i9»i 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live' births  ... 

OO00Q0O0 

5.6 

Stillbirths  -  Legitimate  . . T T 

2 

2 

4 

Ill  0^1  "t  HHcl.’fc  0  ••©•••••o*o#o®*®o9©e©©«o#oo#oo« 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

2 

4 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ..... 

9.0 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  . . . 

©  O  9  ©  O  •  O  0 

239 

226 

465 

Deaths  ®» ...... ....... ..... ......... 

CO000000 

98 

69 

167 

Death  crate  per  1,000  population  .......................... 

OOO  0  9  0  9  0 

6.9 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year  -  Legitimate  . . 

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

8 

2 

•10 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  . 

22.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

l8.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .... 

77.0 

Neonatal  deaths  (under  four  weeks)  -  Legitimate  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate  . . 

*1 

— 

1 

Totals 

4 

2 

6 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  . . 

13.0 

Early  neonatal  deaths  (under  one  week)  -  Legitimate  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate  . . . . 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

2 

6 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  '|i.O 


Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ... _ .......  22.0 


Maternal  mortality  including  abortion  . . 

Maternal  mortality  rate  . . . 


•  ••••04»*090*C«e 


nil 

nil 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

9 

7 

5 

8 

10 

18.2- 

13.31 

10.5 

18.3 

22.0 

TV. 


Infant  deaths 
Infant  mortality  rate 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH,  1 967 


Male 

Pei:  ;ai  e : 

...  T 

Total  ' 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . . . 

i 

1 

.  . 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  . . . 

— 

... 

— 

3  Syphilitic  diseases  . « . . 

— 

4  Diphtheria  . . . . . . - 

__ 

•— 

^  Whooping  cough  ••••••••••••••••o®®®®®®©®©® 

... 

... 

6  Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

Y  Acute  poliomyelitis 

4«. 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . .. 

- 

10  Malignant  neoplasms ,  stomach  .......<....0. 

j 

1 

4 

11  ”  "  lung,  bronchus  ...... 

7 

1 

8 

12  ^  **  breast  ©©o©©e>»©**«ooo 

- 

8 

8 

13  "  "  uterus  .............. 

— 

1 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

9 

5 

14 

1 5  Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia 

1 

— • 

1 

1  6  Diabetes  ©©••••o®©«oo®©©®oo®ooee®oooo®«©©e» 

- 

2 

2 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ....... 

6 

14 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...... ........... 

16 

14 

30 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .......... 

— 

— 

20  Other  heart  disease  ...................... 

14 

12 

26 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  . . . 

3 

— 

3 

22  Influenza  . . . . . 

1 

— 

1 

23  Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . 

1 1 

4 

15 

24  Bronchitis  ••••••••  •  ••o©®<*o®*®©o#®©©©®®®w® 

7 

2 

9 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ..... 

— 

— 

— 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ............ 

— 

2 

2 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ....... 

— 

— 

• 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

— 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . 

— 

— 

30  Pregnancy ,  childbirth ,  abortion  .......... 

— 

•** 

31  Congenital  malformations  . . 

1 

1 

2 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

10 

9 

19 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . 

4 

1 

5 

34  All  other  accidents  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

i 

Total  of  all  causes  . . 

98 

69 

167 

•  v 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


Pewsey  R.D. 

England  and 
Wales 


per  1 ,000  population 

.  1 

per  1 ,000 
Live  Births 

per  1 ,000 
Total  Births 

Live  Births 
(Adjusted) 

Death  Rate 
(Adjusted) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

19.9 

9.3 

22.0 

9«o 

17.2 

11.2 

18.3 

14.8 

V. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
(as  at  December,  1967) 


General  Practitioners: 

Dr.  J .C .  Byrne,  M.B. ,  B.Ch.,  High  Street,  Pewsey.  Tel.:  Pewsey  3417 

Dr.  T.G.  Hynes,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  Hallgates,  North  Street,  Pewsey.  Tel.:  Pewsey  2406 

Dr.  M.P.  Hynes,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 


Dr.  M.J.L.  Hassall,  M.R.C.S., 


The  Old  Bakery ,  Burbage .  Tel . :  Burbage  295 


Dr.  G.E.  Hyson,  M.R.C.S., 
Dr.  G.H.  Drake,  M.R.C.S., 
Dr.  J.P.  Arthur,  M.R.C.S., 
Dr.  J.C.  Merrington,  M.B., 


The  Surgery,  St.  James  Street,  Ludgershall „ 
Tel.:  Ludgershall  220 


Dr.  D.  Leaney,  M.B.,  Old  Brewery  Cottage,  Netheravon. 

Dr.  R.J.B.H.  Jones,  M.R.C.S.,  Tel.:  Netheravon  332 


Dr.  T.  Davies,  M.R.C.S., 


Fairfield  House,  Upavon.  Tel.:  Upavon  205 


*  Hospitals: 

Savernake  Hospital,  Marlborough.  Tel.:  Marlborough  2101 


Public  Health  Laboratory: 

Odstock  Hospital,  Salisbury.  (Dr.  P.  Wormald  M.A.,M.D.,)  Tel.:  Salisbury  6020 


County  Council  Health  Department  Services: 

(a)  Ambulance  Facilities  -  This  service  is  based  in  Swindon,  Dial  999 

(b)  Clinics  - 

Cervical  Cytology  Clinic.  First  and  third  Tuesday  of  each  month 

The  Health  Clinic,  2.30  -  4  p.m. 

8,  Kingsbury  Street, 

Marlborough. 

Tel.:  Marlborough  2832 


(c)  Chiropody  Service  -  This  is  mainly  a  domiciliary  service. 

(d)  Mental  Welfare  Centre  -  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  66  New  Park  Street,  Devizes. 

Tel.:  Devizes  3629 

(e)  District  Nurse/Midwives  - 

Mrs.  W.E.  Phillips,  Oare,  Wilcot  and  Huish, 

"Rooftops",  Buckleaze  Lane,  Manningfords. 

Pewsey.  Tel.:  Pewsey  3145 


Mrs.  S.  Strickland,  Alton,  Milton  Lilbourne, 

The  Nurse’s  Home,  Woodborough. 

Milt6n  Lilbourne. 

Tel . :  Pewsey  3264 


Miss  M.C.  Gurr, 

62,  Wat  son  Close,  Upavon. 

Tel.:  Upavon  28 1 

Mrs.  R.E.  Isaac, 

4  Sidbury  Hill  Avenue,  N/Tidworth 
Tel.:  Tidworth  3287 


Charlton,  Hilcot,  North  Newton, 
Rushall,  Upavon,  Wilsford, 


Chute,  Chute  Forest,  Collingbournes, 
Everleigh, .■  North  Tidworth. 
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(f)  Health  Visitors  - 

Miss  A.  Eldridge, 

17,  Bassett  Down,  Wrought on. 

Tel.:  Wroughton  784 

Mrs.  A.H.  Soilleux, 

376,  The  Pennings,  Worth  Tidworth. 
Tel.:  Tidworth  2214 

Mrs.  P.M.  Thomas, 

23,  Farifield,  Upavon. 

Tel.:  Upavon  386 


(g)  Infant  Welfare  Centres  - 

Ludger shall, 

Memorial  Hall. 

Wetheravon/Fittleton 
Parish  Hall. 

Pewsey , 

Bouverie  Hall. 

Upavon  R.A.F.  Station. 
Wives  Club. 


(h)  Health  Visitors  Centres  - 
Burbage , 

Dr.  Hassall's  Surgery. 

Collingbourne  Ducis, 

Comrades  Club. 

Perham  Down, 

Wives  Club  Medical  Centre. 

Upavon  Village, 

The  Heading  Room. 

Woodborough, 

Woodborough  &  District  Country 
Club  Hall. 


Second  and  last  Wednesday  of  each  month 
2-4  p.m. 

First  and  third  Wednesday  of  each  month 

2.30  --  4  p.m. 

First  and  third  Thursday  of  each  month 
2-4  p.m. 

Second  Thursday  of  each  month 

2.30  -  4  p.m. 


Third  Monday  of  each  month 
2  -  4  p.m. 

First  Thursday  of  each  month 
2-4  p.m. 

Second  and  fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month 
2-4  p.m. 

Third  Tuesday  of  each  month 

2.30  -  4  p.m. 

Fourth  Thursday  of  each  month 
2  -  3.30  p.m. 


County  Council  Children' s  Department  - 

Health  Centre,  Salt  Lane,  Salisbury.  Tel.:  Salisbury  27551 
County  Welfare  Department  -  Area  Welfare  Officer, 

Mr.  A.P.A.  Tucker,  A.I.S.W.,  66  New  Street,  Devizes.  Tel.:  Devizes  3628 
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CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1967 
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IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS,  1967 


Diptheria,  Whooping  cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962-58 

1952-57 

Others 

Primary 
immunisations 
completed 
during  1 9^7 

Diph. 

120 

146 

12 

10 

3 

21 

- 

- 

Wh/c. 

120 

146 

12 

8 

1 

- 

- 

Tet » 

120 

146 

12 

10 

3 

30 

5 

. 

Reinforcing 
injections 
administered 
during  19^7 

Diph. 

1 

51 

100 

22 

13 

295 

13 

— 

Wh/c. 

1 

26 

75 

11 

6 

42 

8 

— 

Tet. 

1 

51 

100 

22 

13 

299 

52 

10 

Smallpox  Vaccination 
Months  Year 


V - - 

-  Age  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

i- 

2-4 

5-i5 

Vaccination 

- 

1 

4 

18 

134 

52 

22 

Re-vaccination 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  21 

134 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 


- - — - r 

\ 

Age  Group 

3rd 
tju.cid  • 

2nd 

inj. 

3rd  inj. 
or  4th  r<juad . 

4th 
inj . 

3  oral 
doses 

i 

2  orals 
after  2  inj. 

4th  oral  after 

3  inj. or  3  oral 

S - - - 

1967 

113 

. 

1966 

— 

— 

- 

- 

179 

— 

52  f 

1965 

— 

- 

- 

- 

37 

— 

67 

1964 

— 

- 

- 

- 

19 

— 

23 

1963 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

— 

10 

1958  -  i 96^ 

- 

- 

- 

— 

44 

— 

281 

1952  -  1957 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Others  under  16 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Others  over  16 

3 

1 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

403 

- 

449 

* 


■ 

■M 


-  . 


. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 


Council  Offices, 
The  Old  Rectory, 
Pewsey, 

Wilt s . 


Telephone  -  226l 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  / 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  196? • 

In  the  main  this  has  been  a  year  of  consolidation  and  improvement 
of  existing  services,  and  it  has  been  very  satisfactory  to  record  that  the 
benefits  of  water  borne  sanitation  have  been  extended  to  Enford  and  Wootton 
Rivers  and  that  further  schemes  are  under  preparation. 

In  a  year  of  consolidation  it  is  also  very  necessary  to  engage  in 
long  term  planning,  and  I  am  very  pleased  that  the  Council  have  seen  fit  to 
allow  us  to  go  ahead  with  the  introduction  on  a  small,  buc  increasing  scale, 
of  a  sack  refuse  collection  scheme  with  the  ultimate  long  term  objective  ol 
a  back  door  collection  using  disposable  sacks  throughout  the  district. 

There  is  a  great  temptation  to  members  to  cut  down  schemes  of  this  kind  at 
a  time  of  financial  stringency,  and  I  applaud  the  decision  to  allow  it  to  go 
forward  in  the  interests  of  a  long  term  improvement  in  services. 

I^y  thanks  are  due  to  all  members  of  the  Council  for  their  inteies^ 
in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  for  their  support  during  the  year. 

I  am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.F.  Harding 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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HOUSIN&  STATISTICS  FOR  1967 


1*  Number  of  new  houses  and  flats  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  by  local  authority  .  18 

(b)  Private  enterprise  .  48 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  15 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  8 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  4 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  18 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

3*  Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  18 

of  informal  action. 


4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957 • 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  Y/hich  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served. 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices. 

(a)  by  owners 

00  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  16,  17  and  27  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  • 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  6 

formal  action 


(in)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed 

(v)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were 

cancelled, 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  closed  as  a  result  of  Closing 
Orders  or  undertakings. 


1 

4 

4 
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Housing  Statistics  for  1967  (Contd» ) 

(D)  Proceedings  under  sections  42  and  43  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957- 


(i) 

Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made. 

(ii) 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 

(iii) 

Number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  Public 

Health  Acts 

(iv) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  Council  and 
demolished  as  part  of  reconstruction  schemes 

(E)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 


(i) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(ii) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled, 
as  a  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit. 

5.  Housing  Act  1957,  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding 


(i) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  4 

end  of  year. 

(ii) 

Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  2 

(iii) 

Number  of  cases  abated  during  year 
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TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VIS ITS 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  t  • 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


Water  supply  . 

Drainage  . 

Movable  dwellings  . 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  collection  of  abandoned 
Bakehouses  and  Factories  and  outworkers  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  made  by  Inspector  re  Pest  Control  . 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment.. 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  visits  (Schools, Agriculture,  etc.) 

Housing  visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  . 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1957  . 

Overcrowding  and  allocation  of  houses . 

Verminous  premises  . 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  ... 

Improvement  grants  . 

Infectious  diseases  . 

Slaughterhouse  visits  . 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc... 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ... 

Visits  to  Food  preparing  premises  generally 
Market  stalls  and  delivery  vehicles  . . . 

Visits  to  licensed  houses  . 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  . 

Milk  sampling  visits  . 

Ice  cream  sampling  visits . 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  .  . . 

Offices,  shops  and  Railway  premises  . 

TOTAL 


•  •  •  •  • 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


•  *  •  •  • 


•  •  •  • 


cars 


•  •  •  •  • . 


312 

104 
14 

1072 

6 

83 

1417 

464 

33 

34 
62 

772 

6 

105 
216 
262 
Nil 
11 
28 
23 
22 
27 
44 

133 

12 

19 

100 


5401 
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HOUSING 


The  Council  will  recollect  that  in  m y  last  year’s  report  I  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  all  the  Council’s  efforts,  the  number  of 
applications  for  Council  houses  has  remained  approximately  static  over  the 
last  four  years.  The  table  given  at  the  end  of  this  section  shows  the 
figures  for  those  years,  and  the  corresponding  figures  for  1967,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  taking  into  account  all  applications  on  the  waiting  list, 
including  those  from  outside  the  district,  the  numbers  are  now  showing  a 
tendency  even  to  rise,  and  the  numbers  of  urgent  cases  residing  in  the 
district  is,  in  fact,  the  same  as  it  was  in  1964°  This  is  not  for  want  of 
trying  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  and  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  as  these 
cases  mainly  originate  in  the  military  parishes  of  Tidworth  and  Ludger shall, 
a  much  heavier  programme  of  building  in  these  parishes  is  required  in  the 
future.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  virtually  the  whole  of  the  Council's 
1968  building  programme  is  to  be  concentrated  in  these  two  parishes  and  one 
very  much  hopes  that  Government  restrictions  on  house  building  will  not  affect 
this  programme  in  view  of  the  very  obvious  need  for  it  to  continue. 

The  Council  are  to  be  congratulated  for  maintaining  a  liberal  and  sensible 
attitude  towards  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting  list.;  there  is  no  residential 
qualification  for  housing  applicants  and  whilst,  obviously,  applicants  residing 
in  the  district  will  have  precedence  over  those  residing  outside,  the  maintenance 
of  a  residential  qualification  would  hit  ex-soldiers  in  the  military  areas  very 
hard  indeed.  Every  applicant  on  the  housing  waiting  list,  who  resides  in  the 
district,  is  visited  by  a  member  of  my  staff  so  that  an  accurate  assessment  of 
his  need  can  be  obtained  and  applications  are  renewed  every  six  months  so  that 
changes  in  circumstances  can  be  noted,  and  the  applicant  re-visited  if  necessary. 

This  system  has  worked  very  well  and  in  addition  to  providing  the  Housing 
Management  Sub-Committee  with  adequate  material  to  work  upon,  it  also  forewarns 
us  of  tenancies  where  difficulties  are  likely  to  arise. 

A  great  deal  of  the  Depa.rtment  ’s  time  is  spent  in  attending  to  the  requirements 
of  existing  tenants  of  Council  houses  and  in  assisting  the  Council  to  make  the 
best  use  of  their  pool  of  housing  accommodation  by  effecting  transfers.  In 
spite  of  all  the  work  of  this  kind  that  has  been  done,  there  is  still  far  too 
much  under  occupation  of  Council  houses  generally,  and  Council  tenants  will, 
in  the  ultimate  resort,  have  to  accustom  themselves  to  at  least  one  and  possibly 
two  moves  during  their  lifetimes  if  available  and  scarce  accommodation  is  not  to 
be  wasted.  It  is  possible  that  a  new  generation  may  accept  this  notion  more 
readily  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past,  in  which  case  the  work  of  those 
officers  whose  job  it  is  to  persuade  tenants  to  move  will  be  a  great  deal  easier. 

Quarterly  Case  Conferences  are  held  by  the  Children's  Department  of  the 
Wiltshire  County  Council  at  which  the  various  Welfare  organisations  are  represented 
and  at  which  I  have  regularly  represented  the  Council.  These  conferences  are 
intended  to  secure  that  the  needs  of  problem  and  deprived  familes  are  foreseen 
in  time  and  adequately  met.  They  have  been  most  useful  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  operation  of  an  early  warning  scheme  for  tenants  in  danger  of  eviction,  have 
done  much  to  mitigate  the  problems  of  many  of  these  families.  The  Housing 
Committee  of  the  Council  has  been  both  firm  and  humane  in  dealing  with  these 
families,  and  the  very  low  rent  arrears  for  an  authority  of  this  size,  together 
with  the  very  low  rate  of  eviction,  testify  to  the  rightness  of  their  policies. 

The  Council  have  also  sponsored  the  formation  of  a  Committee  for  the  Care  of  the 
Elderly  covering  only  part  of  the  district  at  present  and  incorporating 
representatives  of  those  organisations,  both  voluntary  and  official,  who  are 
concerned  with  this  problem.  This  Committee  has  perhaps  not  achieved  as  much 
as  many  of  its  members  may  have  hoped.  This  is  possibly  due  to  an  expectation 
of  achieving  more  than  is,  in  fact,  possible.  The  problem  of  co-ordinating  the 
activities  of  voluntary  bodies  and  of  finding  and  filling  the  gaps  is  very  intractable 
and  is  a  long  term  effort. 
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After  long  delays  for  various  reasons ,  the  Council's  two  special  housing 
schemes  comprising  grouped  accommodation  for  the  Elderly  at  Pewsey  and 
Ludgershall,  got  under  way  during  the  year  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
the  Ludgershall  one,  at  any  rate,  will  be  completed  during  1968.  It  would 
not  be  an  exaggeration  to  describe  the  need  for  this  accommodation  as  desperate 
and  the  number  01  times  during  the  last  few  years  when  the  Council  have  been 
unable  to  assist  elderly  persons  in  need  of  alternative  accommodation,  or  have 
been  compelled  to  put  them  into  unsuitable  accommodation,  has  been  far  more 
often  than  I  personally  like  to  contemplate. 

A  further  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  of  houses  in  the  district 
improved  by  means  of  improvement  grants.  After  a  steady  decline  over  the 
last  three  years  the  number  has  stabilised  and  now  that  nearly  800  houses 
have  been  improved  throughout  the  district,  it  is  likely  that  the  demand  will 
continue  to  De  .steady,  but  quite  small,  with  an  up-surge  whenever  a  sewerage 
scheme  is  completed.  This  has  certainly  been  the  case  towards  the  end  of 
1967  with  applications  coming  in  from  Enford,  Netheravon  and  Wootton  Rivers. 


WAITING  LIST  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


mi 

1964 

1969 

1966 

mi 

Urgent  cases  residing  in  district 

105 

102 

83 

101 

102 

Non-urgent  cases  residing  in  district 

192 

198 

22 3 

225 

222 

Total 

297 

300 

306 

326 

324 

Urgent  cases  residing  outside  district 

25 

10 

14 

14 

12 

Non-urgent  cases  residing  outside 

district 

78 

60 

62 

JSL 

_26 

Total 

103 

70 

76 

83 

108 

Grand  Total 

400 

370 

382 

409 

432 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

mi 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1262 

Discretionary  grants  approved 

30 

56 

39 

26 

26 

Standard  Grants  approved 

14 

12 

11 

9 

14 

Average  total  cost  of  discretionary 

£831 

£897 

£867 

£1,165  £867 

Average  percentage  grant 
WATER  SUPPLY 


38.2?o  36. 9fo  36.1^  2 8.3^  38 .3% 


The  South  Wilts  Water  Board  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1967  and 
the  Council's  functions  as  a  water  authority  were  taken  over  by  the  Board 
as  from  that  date.  It  has  always  been  my  belief  that  Public  Health 
Departments  have  a  responsibility  to  see  that  the  water  supply  in  their  area 
is  pure  and  wholesome,  whether  the  supplying  authority  is  the  Council,  the 
Boax d  01  a  private  Company.  For  that  reason,  and  also  because  the  Board 
was  in  difficulties  in  its  early  stages,  we  have  continued  to  sample  all  the 
supplies  in  the  area  on  a  fairly  large  scale.  280  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  analysis  during  the  year,  compared  with  262  in  the  previous 
year.  The  results  of  these  samples  are  given  below  in  the  usual  way.  It 
will  ue  noted  that  no  serious  difficulties  have  arisen,  although  there  has  been 
an  occasional  bad  sample  from  the  Compton  supply  upon  which  the  greater  part  of 
^he  district  now  relies.  The  Alton  supply,  which  is  privately  owned,  continued 
to  provide  occasional  bad  samples  in  a  pattern  consistent  with  its  previous 
history  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  we  were  in  negotiation  with  the  Water 
Board  and  with  the  owners  of  the  supply  with  a  view  to  ensuring  that  the  water 
board  took  over  the  responsibility  of  supplying  water  to  the  population  of  the 
two  small  villages  concerned. 

-  6  - 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Netheravon,  Enford,  Upavon, 

Charlton,  Rushall,  Manningfords, 

North  Newnton,  Pewsey,  Woodborough, 
Wilcot,  Burbage,  Milton  Lilbourne, 
Easton  Royal,  Collingbourne 

Kingston  and  Ducis. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  bore  holes 
owned  by  the  Council o 

pH  value  7 •9*'  Total  hardness  199  p.p.m. 
57  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

4  non~faecal  pollution 

1  faecal  pollution. 

Ludgershall,  Chutes. 

Chlorinated  water  purchased  in  bulk 
from  Southampton  Corporation 

Waterworks « 

pH  value  7® 5°  Total  hardness  235  p.p.m. 
46  bacteriological  samples  taken  -  all 
satisfactory. 

Wootton  Rivers 

Chlorinated  supply  from  deep  well. 
pH  7®1®  Total  hardness  285  p.p.m. 

46  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

4  non  faecal  pollution 

1  faecal  pollution. 

North  Tidworth 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source. 

pH  7®5«  Total  hardness  210  p.p.m. 

44  bacteriological  samples  taken, 
all  satisfactory. 

Everleigh 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department 
source. 

43  Bacteriological  samples  taken 

1  faecal  pollution. 

Alto  ns 

Private  supply,  not  chlorinated. 

44  samples  taken 

36  satisfactory 

2  faecal  pollution 

6  non  faecal  pollution. 
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MODE  OF  SUPPLY  TO  DWELLINGS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Number  of  dwellings 

Population  supplied 

" 

supplied 

from  public 

from  public  mains 

PARISH 

mains 

Inside  the 

By 

Inside  the 

By 

dwelling 

Standpipe 

dwelling 

Standpipe 

i 

Alton 

1 

-» 

3 

- 

Private  piped 
supply. 

Burbage 

341 

2 

750 

4»4 

Charlton 

12 

«r=» 

44 

ets 

Chute 

79 

- 

237 

— 

Chute  Forest 

30 

- 

81 

Collingbourne  Due  is 

1 99 

1 

517 

2.6 

Kingston 

93 

1 

342 

3 

Easton  Royal 

86 

- 

198 

Enford 

199 

~7 

a 

6l6 

22 

Everleigh 

36 

1.16 

<*» 

Fittleton 

83 

4 

274 

13 

Huish 

t 

■*» 

2o  4 

- 

Private  piped 
supply. 

'  Ludger shall 

(670 
(  71 

“ 

2211 

Public  Supply 

234 

— 

Army  Dept.  ” 

Manningford 

139 

1 

361 

3 

Milton  Lilbourne 

118 

330 

a 

Netheravon 

264 

10 

1003 

38 

North  Newnton 

120 

2 

27  6 

5 

North  Tidworth 

(.25  2 

- 

1109 

■B 

Council  Estate 

(1819 

8004 

— 

Army  Dept. Supply 

Pewsey 

864 

- 

25 23. 

Rush all 

11 

- 

33 

00 

Up  a  von 

(262 

(213 

- 

891 

724 

Public  Supply 

Army  Dept. Supply 

Wilcot 

156 

- 

421 

OO 

Wilsford 

4 

- 

12 

Woodborough 

108 

2 

259 

5 

Wootton  Rivers 

74 

2 

185 

5 
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REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 


During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  experienced  most  of  the  prohlems 
which  beset  local  authorities  responsible  for  this  service  including  the 
continuing  increase  in  the  amount  of  refuse  generated  by  each  household  and 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  and  requiring 
a  refuse  collection  service  for  the  first  time.  This  was  particularly 
noticeable  in  the  North  Tidworth  area  where  437  new  married  quarters  were 
completed  during  the  year. 

There  was  no  increase  in  the  labour  force  which  has  remained  static  for  the 
last  two  years  at  13  men,  including  a  tractor  driver  and  a  paper  baler. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  in  recruiting 
replacements,  but  in  general  there  has  not  been  a  very  considerable  turn-over 

in  labour. 

Experiments  continued  with  new  and  improved  methods  of  refuse  storage  and 
collection  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council  decided,  in  advance 
of  the  publication  of  the  Government  Working  Party  Report,  that  a  gradual 
move  to  sack  systems  of  collection  would  be  desirable  and  as  from  the  1st 
April,  1967  all  new  Council  Houses  erected  in  the  district  are  to  be  equipped 
with  plastic  sack  systems  ab  initio.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  move 
was  under  way  to  extend  the  system  further  during  1968.  The  Council  may  be 
interested  to  know  that  test  weighings  indicate  that  the  average  amount  of 
refuse  generated  per  household  in  the  district  amounts  to  some  40-lbs.  per  week. 
As  the  normal  BSS  3'k  cubic  feet  dust  bin  weighs  in  the  region  of  28-lbs.,  it 
will  immediately  be  apparent  that  the  weight  of  the  container  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  weight  of  the  contents,  and  as  on  some  of  the  rounds  the 
3-men  crews  collect  700  bins  or  more  per  day,  the  weight  of  useless  metal 
lifted  per  man  per  day  is  of  the  order  of  2-tons  18-cwts.  It  is  quite  apparent 
that  sacks,  in  spite  of  their  greater  cost,  provide  a  very  useful  tool  to  secure 
greater  productivity  from  scarce  labour. 

Abandoned  cars  have  not  proved  to  be  a  serious  problem  in  the  district, 
basically  because  the  Council  grasped  this  nettle  firmly  from  the  beginning. 

A  number  of  cars  were  disposed  of  by  their  owners  after  being  approached,  by 
your  officers,  and  put  in  contact  with  local  scrap  dealers,  and  a  further  9 
were  removed  by  the  refuse  collectors  using  the  4~wheel  drive  tractor  shovel 
purchased  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  the  trailer  which  the  Council 
converted  from  an  abandoned  caravan  chassis.  The  abandoned  cars  were  stored 
at  the  tip  until  a  sufficient  number  had  been  collected  to  interest  local  scrap 
dealers  and  then  sold. 

The  new  4-wheel  drive  tractor,  in  addition  to  its  uses  which  are  mentioned  above, 
has  enabled  a  far  greater  control  to  be  kept  on  the  tip  and  a  much  better 
utilisation  of  the  space  available  is  resulting.  It  is  not  thought  that  the 
Council  will  be  in  any  difficulties  over  land  for  refuse  disposal  for  another 

ten  years. 

For  many  years  past  the  Council  have  accepted  all  kinds  of  refuse  at  the  tip, 
free  of  charge,  but  recently  this  facility  has  been  abused  and  in  addition, 
the  amounts  delivered  had  involved  us  in  not  inconsiderable  bull-dozing  costs. 

A  new  control  system  was  therefore  provided  at  the  tip  and  after  advertisement 
in  the  local  papers  and  circulation  of  all  the  traders  concerned,  the  Council 
started  to  make  a  charge  of  10/-d  per  load  for  all  trade  and  industrial  refuse 
delivered  to  the  tip.  In  addition,  materials  such  as  soil  and  chalk  which 
could  be  disposed  of  elsewhere,  without  detriment  to  the  amenities,  were  banned 
from  the  tip.  At  the  same  time  the  Council  advertised  to  their  rate  payers,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  19&7,  that  household 
refuse,  including  bulky  articles,  could  be  discharged  at  the  tip,  free  of  charge, 
and  the  Council  also  undertook  to  receive  derelict  cars  free.  The  Council  have 
always  removed  articles  of  household  furniture  and  other  bulky  household  refuse 
on  the  normal  rounds,  free  of  charge. 
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It  is  estimated  that  house  and  trade  refuse  collected  by  the  Council’s  own 
vehicles,  including  all  Army  Department  refuse,  and  disposed  of  at  the 
Everleigh  tip  amounts  to  some  7,800  tons  per  year.  A  further  788  tons  of 
trade  .refuse  is  delivered  direct  to  the  tip  making  a  total  of  8,588  tons  to 
be  disposed  of.  It  is  therefore  possible  to  calculate  that  after  salvage 
income  has  oeen  deducted,  the  nett  cost  per  annum  of  refuse  disposal  in  the 
district  amounts  to  4/6d  per  ton,  £309°  3°  0d°  per  thousand  premises  or 
£86.  13°  0d«  per  thousand  population.. 

Sales  of  salvage  during  1967  were  an  improvement  over  the  previous  year  and 
managed  to  dispose  of  133— tons  6— cwts°  of  baled  waste  paper,  as  compared 
with  93-tons  during  the  previous  year°  The  value  of  all  salvage  sold  was 
as  follows j” 


Waste  paper 

£i,052o  11 0  7d 

Rags 

102°  18°  6d, 

Metals 

67°  16°  6d 

Scrap  vehicles  and  other 

64°  10°  Od, 

metals  from  the  tip 

£1,188°  3°  7d, 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  the  Enford  Sewerage  scheme  and  the  scheme  for  the  small 
village  of  Wootton  Rivers  were  completed  and  house  connections  were  begun. 
The  Council 8s  next  big  scheme,  that  for  the  villages  of  Colling bourne 3 
Kingston  and  Duels ,  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  and  the  local  inquiry  was  he Ido  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 

approval  of  the  scheme  in  outline  was  received  from  the  Minister,  but  a 
smarting  date  was  net  given,  pending  the  submission  of  certain  further 
technical  details. 


The  Council  also  proceeded  to  consider  what  their  long  term  future  programme 
snould  be  and  the  consulting  engineers  were  instructed  to  prepare  an  outline 
scheme  l  or  tne  drainage  of  the  parishes  in  the  north  western,  part  of  the 
distric t .  It  as  likely  to  be  some  time  before  this  work  is  actually  carried 
out ,  but  in  many  ways  it  is  rather  urgent  because  in  spite  of  the  scattered 
nature  oi  the  parishes,  drainage  difficulties  due  to  the  ubiquitous  green  sand 
are  quite  acute.  .  In  my  report  for  1966  I  referred  to  difficulties  which  had 
arisen  in  the  parish  of  Ne therav on,  due  to  the  failure  of  certain  owners  to 
connect  to  the  sewer.  Pressure  was  brought  upon  these  owners  during  the  year 
under  review  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  position  is  now  showing 
marked  signs  of  improvement  ° 


MEAT  AMD  FOOD  INSPECTION 


During  196/  142  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made  to  food  premises  in  the  district, 
in  general  it  was  found  that  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  was  reasonably  good 
andno  serious  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  discovered. 
During  the  year  the  Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations 
of  1906^ came  into  borce°  These  Regulations  lay  down  standards  for  vehicles  which 
are  used  for  the  delivery  of  various  foods.  17  such  vehicles  were  inspected  and 
the  following  contraventions  noted 


1°  Name  and  address  of  owner  not  on  vehicle  ...  9 

2.  Inadequate  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Kv  .t*  ms  c  Aa.d  box  °.°  « °  °  °o°  ...  o».  ...  0°°  8 

4.  No  washing  facilities  on  vehicle  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


The  following  food  was  condemned  as  unsound  during  1967  : 


Meat  in  hospital  kitchen  . ° °  0 . .  22-lbs. 
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The  list  that  follows  shows  the  number  and.  types  of  food  premises  in  the 
district.  It  shows  the  number  of  premises  to  which  Regulations  16  and 
19  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960  apply,  and  the  number 
of  premises  fitted  with  wash  basins  and  sinks  to  comply  with  those 
Regulations. 


Type  and  No. 

of  premises 


No.  Complying 

with  Reg.  16 


No.  to  which 
Re g. 19  applies 


No.  Complying 

with  Re go  19 


Butchers  11  11 

Bakers  8  8 

Fishmongers  4  4 

Greengrocers  5  5 

Cafes  9  9 

Fishfriers  2  2 

Food  Factories  8  8 

Grocers  and 

General  Stores  56  56 

Licensed  Houses  54  54 

and  Clubs 


11 

8 

4 


11 

8 

4 


9 

2 

8 

53 

54 


9 

2 

8 

38 

54 


The  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Act  1955 


1.  For  the  storage  and  sale  of  prepacked  ice  cream  -  62 

2.  For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  -  1 

3.  For  fish  frying  -  2 

4.  For  sausage  manufacture  and  preparation  of  meats  -  9 


8  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 

7  from  premises  selling  prepacked  ice  cream 

1  from  the  ice  cream  manufacturer  referred  to  in 
the  table  above. 


In  every  case  the  sample  was  reported  on  as  being  Grade  1. 
The  Liquid  Egg  ( Pasteur isation)Regulationst  1963° 


There  are  no  Egg  Pasteurisation  plants  in  this  district. 
Poultry  Inspection 


(i)  Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  -  1 


(ii)  Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  -  6 

(iii)  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  104,000 

(iv)  Types  of  birds  processed  Broilers 

and  Turkeys 

(v)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  2°/o 

consumption. 


(vi)  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  852-lbs. 

It  should  be  noted  that  no  evisceration  of  poultry  takes  place  at  the  premises 
concerned:  the  birds  are  merely  killed  and  plucked. 
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MILK  SAMPLING 


213  milk  samples  of  all  types  were  taken  during  the  year,  compared  with  260 
during  196 6  and  179  during  1965°  The  amount  of  unpasteurised  milk  which  was 
sold  in  the  district  during  1967  was  drastically  reduced  by  two  of  the  retailers 
giving  up  the  business.  This  accounts  for  a  fall  in  the  number  of  samples 
subjected  to  biological  examination,  there  being  38  so  examined  in  1966  and  only 
9  in  1967.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  failing  the 
Methylene  Blue  and  Ascheffenburg  tests,  but  in  these  small  numbers  the  increase 
is  not  significant. 


Further  trouble  was  experienced  with  dirty  milk  bottles  and,  whilst  the 
introduction  of  plastic  or  paper  containers  will  undoubtedly  increase  our  refuse 
collection  problems,  it  would  be  welcome  from  a  milk  hygiene  point  of  view. 

Sample  Tests  1967 


Samples  subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  Test 

Samples  subjected  to  Ascheffenburg  test 

Samples  of  untreated  milk  failing  Methylene  blue  test 

Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  failing  Methylene  blue  test  . . 

Samples  of  heat  treated  milk  failing  Ascheffenburg  test  ... 

Samples  subjected  to  biological  examination  for  presence  of 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Samples  showing  positive  tuberculosis  reaction 

Samples  sub  jected  to  king  Test  for  presence  of  Brucella  abortu 

Samples  showing  positive  reaction  to  Ring  Test  . 

Samples  of  milk  showing  positive  Brucella  abortus  reaction  on 

biological  examination 

Samples  of  Sterilised  milk  subjected  to  Turbidity  test  ... 

Samples  of  milk  failing  Turbidity  Test 

PEST  CONTROL 


163 

159 

2 

3 

2 

9 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

26 

Nil 


286  premises  were  treated  by  the  rodent  operator  for  infestation  by  rats  and 
mice  during  1967.  This  is  an  increase  of  41  in  the  number  for  1966.  The 
blood  anti-coagulant  Warfarin  was  used  exclusively  during  the  year  and  no  signs 
?f  res^stance  to  it  were  found.  All  the  Council's  premises,  such  as  the  refuse 
■cip  and  sewage  works  were  treated  during  the  year  and,  in  addition,  a  test  baiting 
of  the  Ludgershall  sewers  was  carried  out.  Certain  infestations  by  insect  pests 
were  also  dealt  with  as  follows:-  F 

Cockroaches  ...  ...  3 

^ n us  0.0  o.o  ...  6 

Wasps  ...  ...  0.0  6 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

During  1967  there  were  106  licensed  caravans  in  the  district,  an  increase  of  four 
over  1966.  75  of  these  vans  are  distributed  amongst  three  large  sites.  I  am 

of  the  opinion  that  we  are  now  past  the  peak  of  demand  for  accommodation  of  this 
kind,  and  from  now  on  there  will  be  a  decline  in  numbers. 

INFECTIOUS  DISMSES 

Your  officers  made  262  visits  during  1967  whilst  engaged  in  the  control  of 

lniecnous  diseases,  mainly  dysentery.  A  substantial  number,  but  a  welcome 
reduction  compared  with  1966. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 


Control  of  these  premises  is  by  delegation  from  the  Wiltshire  County  Council. 
There  are  five  premises  in  the  district  which  are  licensed  to  boil  swill,  but 
during  the  year  under  review  only  three  were  actually  in  operation.  As  such 
premises  are  often  implicated  in  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  very 
careful  attention  was  paid  to  them,  especially  in  view  of  the  serious  epidemic 
of  the  disease  which  occurred  in  the  Midlands  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 
All  of  the  operators  in  the  premises  were  circulated  as  to  their  duties  and 
responsibilities  under  the  Order,  and  all  the  premises  were  visited.  In  each 
case  they  were  found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

During  1967,  91  registered  premises  were  inspected,  a  considerable  improvement 
over  1966,  which  was  in  itself  an  improvement  over  the  previous  year,  and  the 
total  number  of  visits  involved  in  the  administration  of  this  Act  was  100. 

The  table  below  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  contraventions  of  the  Act  that 
were  found  during  the  year;  it  will  be  noted  that  the  number  remedied  is,  in 
most  cases,  in  excess  of  the  number  found:  this  is  due  to  the  carry  forward 
of  defects  found  towards  the  latter  end  of  1966.  In  the  main  owners  and 
occupiers  of  premises  concerned  were  very  co-operative  and  no  serious  difficulty 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  has  so  far  arisen. 


Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Inadequate  Cleanliness 

5 

11 

Absence  of  Thermometer 

18 

26 

Inadequate  heating 

6 

7 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

.5 

Inadequate  lighting 

4 

8 

Inadequate  Sanitary 

7 

21 

accommodation 

Inadequate  washing 

4 

12 

facilities 

Inadequate  seating 

0 

4 

Defects  in  floors. 

5 

17 

Inadequate  guarding  of 
dangerous  machinery 

0 

4 

passages  and  stairs 

Abstract  of  Act  not 

28 

52 

No  First  Aid  Boxes 

19 

35 

shown 

Inadequate  accommo-  0  A 

dation  for  outdoor 
clothing. 


No  Certificates  of  exemption  were  applied  for  or  granted  during  the  year;  nor 
was  it  necessary  to  take  proceedings  in  respect  of  any  contravention  and  no 
accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Tables  A  and  C  given  below  are  extracted  from  the  official  return  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  at  the  end  of  the  year;  they  show  how  the 
inspections  were  made  up,  and  an  analysis  of  the  persons  employed  in  the 

registered  premises. 
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TABLE  A  -  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

!  a) 

Number  of 

premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

(2) 

Total  number 

of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(3) 

Number  of 

registered 

premises 

receiving  a 

general 

inspection 

during  the 

year 

(4) 

Offices 

8 

21 

15 

Retail  shops 

22 

69 

40 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

~ 

10 

8 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

32 

107 

67 

jEABLE_C_  -  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 

(1) 

persons 

employed 

(2) 

Offices 

52 

Retail  shops 

270 

Wholesale  departments, warehouses 

57 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
public 

5 

Canteens 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

32 

Total 

424 

Total  Males 

211 

Total  females 

213 
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PART  I  -  FACTORIES  ACT 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1967  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  FEWSEY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors), 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecu¬ 

ted 

(3) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  4  and  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworker's  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

48 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

48 

6 

- 

- 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  •'cases'*) 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref 

To  H.Mo 
Inspector 

(4) 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(3) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

ture  (S<>3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(S.4) 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

Particulars 

were  found 

cases  in 

which  prose- 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

cutions  were 

To  PI.  Mo 

By  HoM. 

instituted 

(1)  1 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector 

inspector 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S06) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

2 

2 

2 

ess 

defective 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

2 

4 

= 

2 

- 

-  16 


«• 


